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Every Day Counts at St Mary’s Convent Primary School
21% - 25" January, 2019

Room | Attendance | Room | Attendance | Room | Attendance | Room Attendance
01 89.6% | 08 96.2% | 16 95.2% | 26 97.7%
02 74.8% | 09 91.5% | 17 82% | 27 91.5%
03 94.1% | 10 96% | 18 97.1% | 30 92.6%
04 91.1% | 12 97.6% | 19 94.2% | 31 90.4%
05 95.9% | 13 99.1% | 20 93.5%

06 88.3% | 14 92.7% | 23 & 24 100%

07 92.9% | 15 100%

Congratulations to rooms 23&24 on having full attendance last week and to room 13 who nearly made it. Their teacher will let
them know their reward. Please note that notification in writing, with the reason for all absences, to the teacher is required. A

letter or note in the homework journal will suffice.

A chairde,

This is Catholic Schools” Week. The theme for the week is ‘Celebrating the work of our local Catholic
schools’. This week at St Mary’s we celebrate our Catholic ethos and tradition. As society changes, it is
important that we reflect on the unique contribution of Catholic Schools to our collective goal of education.
Each Catholic school shares an ethos that is inclusive, welcoming and vibrant. Our school was first opened
in 1868 by the Sisters of Mercy with only 30 pupils. Since then we have grown to be a huge diverse school
community but the Mercy ethos and spirit lives on and inspires our teaching and learning.

A Catholic school works towards a vision of each student as made in the image and likeness of God. This
means we work towards helping each child, irrespective of background, ethnicity or creed, reach their
potential, academically, spiritually and socially.

Last Friday the pupils in Room 13 prepared the way for Catholic Schools Week with a beautiful assembly
itemising the activities for the upcoming week. They prepared a lovely sacred space with symbols
representing our gifts and talents and they sang a beautiful hymn ‘These Hands’.
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We will be celebrating our ethos by engaging in various activities this week:

On Monday, we celebrate that we all belong together in a special way and that we all have different gifts
and talents.

On Tuesday we celebrate the welcome that our school has for everybody.

On Wednesday we celebrate Grandparents’ Day. Any grandparent who wishes, may collect their
grandchildren and bring them to Mass at 10am on Jan 30th. There will be a special blessing for grandparents
issued at that Mass. All grandparents are invited in at 10.30am to join us for a cup of tea in the School Hall.
Some may wish to visit their grandchildren’s classes after this to talk about the good ole days.

On Thursday we concentrate on how our school serves our community.

On Friday, Feb 1st Room 19 will close the week with an assembly in the hall on Friday. We will also have
a special visitor that day..... Sr Andrea from Zambia. She is coming in personally to thank the pupils and the
school community for their generosity to the Flamboyant Special School.

D.T Students from 1% to 4™ are creating backgrounds and sprites for their animated stories while 5™ and 6™
classes will continue to work on creating basic Scratch games. With Scratch it really is a matter of practise
makes perfect but please keep asking your child/ren what they are doing each week.

Ms Debby

February is Shared Reading Month, when we ask that a member of the household sits down for a few
minutes every night to listen to your child reading. You will be getting a pack tomorrow from First to Third
Classes. Below are tips to help your child with reading for all classes.
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Room 5 did brilliant projects on the Arctic with recycled materials.
Well done pupils (and parents!!)




Enrolments: Offers for places will be posted on Friday 1% February. We are pleased to announce that all
applications received before the Submission Date will be offered places this year. We do not expect to have
a waiting list and currently there will be small numbers in the four Infant classes. We are looking at very
early twenties, which is great news for those children.

Concussion: Please inform the school if your child has had a concussion or other serious injury, out of
school, on their return to school.

Volunteers needed to listen to the younger children reading. If you can spare even half an hour a week,
please contact me.

Confirmation Candidates: During the Confirmation Commitment Ceremony at the end of November,
many pupils committed to attending Mass on a regular basis. Both 6" Classes have been attending Mass one
morning per week to fulfil this commitment. We will do so again this Tuesday morning during Catholic
Schools Week. Fr Sean and Fr Warren have invited the pupils to Confessions after this week’s morning
Mass and the pupils have been preparing for this as part of their faith journey towards Confirmation.

Ms Dineen and Mr Galligan

Credit Union Schools Quiz 2019: The 'local’ stage of the Credit Union Schools Quiz 2019 will take place
in Drogheda Institute of Further Education on Friday 1% February at 7pm. Muireann, Ciara, Hannah and
Casey will participate in the Junior Section, while Rachel, Mia, Kate and Orlaith will take part in the Senior
Section. Everyone at St Mary's wishes the girls the very best of luck and we thank Ms Farrelly and Ms
Brosnan for preparing them so well. Mr Galligan

Mise le meas,
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Community News Green News

Nathanna na Seachtaine: In ainm an Athar, agus an Mhic agus an Spioraid Naoimh, Amen

Seanfhocal na Miosa: Giorraionn beirt béthar
.I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!J
n Dates to Remember .
L1l -
. Assembly: Friday End of Catholic Schools Week @ 9.30 -
. Friday @ 11.30 Health Promoting School n
n Flag Awarding Ceremony -
& Meitheal: Tuesday 9.30-10.30. n
w Banna: Tuesdays 3.00-4.00pm. -
1 Choir: Friday 3.00 - 4.00 "
w 6™ Class Confirmation: Sat 9" February 2019 .
1 First Confession: Tuesday 12" March 5
» First Communion: Sat 18™ May 2019 -

w First Class Boys Graduation: June 21st "



St Mary's Parents’ Association

January 30th: Grandparents Day. All grandparents are invited to attend the school to meet with their
grandchildren’s class to discuss "the good old days". Refreshments will be provided in the hall from 10.15am.
Any parents/guardians who are available to help out on the day please contact the PA through the Facebook
page or contact Helen/Rebecca in the office. All help greatly appreciated.

February 1°": The Healthy Eating Committee will launch their Flag at 11.30am on Friday February 1st. To mark
the event all students will be provided with fruit on the day. We are looking for volunteers to help cut up the
fruit intfo manageable sizes for all students. A great way to become involved and see how the Parents
Association supports the children and staff in the school as well as celebrating a well earned Flag..

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/

Garoline dmith

Secretary
Green News Bulletin

e WOW continues on Wednesday

e Recycling continues every day. Please remember old candles and Christmas Cards

e Green Theme: Global Citizenship — Energy

e The weather is to get very cold. Remember to conserve heat at home and wrap up
well.

e Remember Green is cool, at home and at school and all around the globe

Top Ten Reading Tips for Parents /Guardians

Infants — 1°* Class 2" and 4™ Class 5" and 6™ Class

Reading Reading Reading

1. Read to your child as 1. Continue to read to your 1. Encourage your child to
often as you can child every day. visit the local library as

2. Talk about books / 2. Read some of the books often as possible.
characters / plots your child enjoys so you 2. Recognise and praise

3. Enrol your child in the can discuss it with your child’s efforts in
local library him/her. reading.

4. Provide a good role 3. Encourage your child to 3. Ensure your child has

model by reading

yourself / other family

members 4.
5. Keep audio tapes of

read to younger
brothers/ sisters.
Ensure that your child
knows that you value

access to a wide range
of reading material —
newspapers,
magazines, guides etc.

familiar stories to play and enjoy reading 4. Take aninterest in
in the car yourself. different children’s
6. Vary the type of 5. Make sure there is a authors.

books read — stories /
poems / information
Accept your child’s

wide variety of reading
material in your home —
newspapers, magazines,

Discuss ideas and points
of view proposed by
newspaper articles etc.
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efforts with praise information, cookery 6. Provide a well lit study /

8. Concentrate on what books etc. reading area.
he /she got right 6. Enrol and encourage 7. Ensure that you value

9. Make reading your child to visit the and enjoy reading
together enjoyable local library once a yourself.

10. Take part in school week... 8. Allow your child to
based initiatives like 7. Discuss favourite choose his /her own
‘Shared Reading’ authors. reading material.

8. Encourage your child to 9. Encourage your child to
read articles / headlines read for information —
in newspapers. timetables / weather

9. Encourage your child to forecasts / menus
guess unknown words. 10. Encourage your child to

10. Take part in school try and guess unknown
based initiatives like words.

‘Shared Reading’

Community Notices

Homework Club in St Mary’s for children from 1% — 6™ Classes run on Mon, Tuesday & Thursdays 3.00
—4.00pm. Cost is €5 per day. Application Forms are available from the office or Ms Conaty Room 11.

Trim FRC Community Food Bank is run by Trim Family Resource Centre staff and volunteers. Food is
donated by local food producers and retailers and is then available to members of the Trim & South Meath
community who register their interest.

How does it work?

Members of the community register their interest by dropping in to the Resource Centre or calling: 087
6602088 [we just need your contact details and the number of people in your family]. Each person who
registers is assigned one or two collection days in the week. On the assigned day a text is sent out to
recipients to notify them that the food is available to be picked up between 3pm and 4pm. Availability
and quantity of food available is dependent on donations on the day and contents may vary. There is no
cost to you for this service. Collection will take place at the RIGHT rear of Trim FRC2 (Bungalow),
Wellington Ave., Mornington Trim.

To Register: Please contact us at: 087 6602088

Please bring your own shopping bag

Breathe yoga & pilates has classes every weekday at 10am ....get 2019 off to a great start and book now!
See www.breatheyogapilates.ie for timetable and booking.

ZUMBA KIDS :- Thursday 2.15pm - 3pm St Patrick's Hall (Under Snooker Club) €25 for 5 weeks
Contact : Lorraine 086 8693546 to book a place

ZUMBA FITNESS : Monday & Wednesday 8pm Trim GAA, €8 per class, no booking required,
suitable for all fitness levels Contact : Lorraine 086 8693546


http://www.breatheyogapilates.ie/

Could Someone
Like You, Help

Someone Like Me?

BECOME A FOSTER CARER.

the Child and Family Age

P :
T ‘L PH Louth 042 9392201 or

Meath 046 9088517

An Ghniomhaireacht um
Leanai agus an Teaghlach
Child and Family

& Fostering Department

4 Child & Family Agency Louth Meath
3 Enterprise Centre
Ttim Road

An Ghniomhaireacht um Navan
Leanai agus an Teaghlach Co. Meath

Childand Family Agency Telephone: + 353 (0)46 9098500

Fax: + 353 (0)46 9098689

22nd January 2019

Dear Principal,

On behalf of the Tusla Louth Meath Fostering Team | would like to thank you for your previous and
on-going support to us. We continue to have a significant shortage of foster carers in the Louth
Meath area and we are urgently trying to recruit carers for children in your area. We would be
really grateful for any support your school could give us in respect of our campaign. | have
enclosed some posters for your school and | would be grateful if you would display them in your
staffroom, public halls and in any other areas that the general public may view them.

Our localised campaign aims to increase the number of foster carers in all localities in the hope
that we can ensure that the children in our care can maintain their school placements, their family
contacts, their friends and many of the amenities that are important to them.

Indeed if you or any member of your staff have any ideas as to how we could further spread the

word in your locality | would look forward to talking to you. | can be contacted on the number
above or on (086) 1455308.

Yours Sincerely,

/%Md/‘/d M inno e
tSa;;ﬁra Minnock

Fostering Social Worker




