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Every Day Counts at St Mary’s Convent Primary School
2nd October -  6th October  2017
	
Room
	Attendance
	Room
	Attendance
	Room
	Attendance
	Room
	Attendance

	01
	97.9%
	08
	97.8%
	16
	96.4%
	26
	97%

	02
	93.8%
	09
	96.9%
	17
	98.3%
	27
	96.2%

	03
	96.6%
	10
	99.2%
	18
	99.3%
	30
	95.2%

	04
	90.3%
	12
	98.4%
	19
	97%
	31
	96%

	05
	95.2%
	13
	97.5%
	20
	96.2%
	 
	 

	06
	99.2%
	14
	98.6%
	23 & 24
	91.4%
	 
	 

	07
	90%
	15
	98.6%
	
	
	 
	 


Well done to rooms 6, 10 & 18 on nearly having full attendance last week.  Please note that notification in writing, with the reason for all absences, to the teacher is required. A letter or note in the homework journal will suffice.

A chairde,
Powerball: We are grateful to everyone for the efforts made to date. A copy of the timetable is issued below, if you would like to come in to support your child. Pupils may wear their tracksuits and a sports jersey, on the day. Please understand that we have had difficulties in the past with cards not being returned and in order to take part, a card must be returned. Blank cards will be accepted for participation. Please help us to ensure that every child, that wants to take part, gets to do so, by making sure that cards are returned. Children not participating may read in another classroom. ALL Junior and Infant pupils may take part, irrespective of card returned or not. The above changes are arising from feedback received from parents/guardians last year. We have already received feedback this year about the timing of the event (photos and back to school expenses), as well as the use of incentives; and will look at these issues for next year’s planned sponsored walk. So, let’s look forward to a fun day for the children and come in and support them, if you have the time.

Parent-Teacher Meetings this year will be over two days, on Tuesday November 21st and Wednesday November 22nd ONLY, which is different from what is on the school calendar. They will be from 3.00 to 5.30 on both days. Appointments will be booked online, this year. You will be given details of the website and an access code, this week, so book early to avoid disappointment. Appointments may not be made prior to these dates or these times.

Please do not send children who are unwell to school, especially if their illness is contagious. Thanks.

Féilire/School Calendar: We would again like to thank our sponsors Ted Murtagh Clothing and Footwear for their generosity. If you need a spare copy, please contact them directly.

Cybersmarties: a Safe Educational Social Media Network for Kids. We have signed up to this social media/digital initiative for classes 3-6. It is a closed platform which enables children to engage with their classmates in a supervised and safe environment-Behavioural Technology. It promotes children’s wellbeing by increasing positive behaviour-Wellbeing Technology. Teachers have a platform which they may use for homework setting and completion-Homework System. There is also a coding system included using the “Hour of Code”. Lastly, there is a Kids’ News and Video section which promotes positive news articles and videos. Check it out at https://cybersmarties.com/
Please let the class teacher know if you do NOT want your child/ren to take part. Passwords will be issued on Friday.

Enrolment Forms for children starting school in Sept 2018 are now available to collect in the office.

Computers:  													
The theme for this week is MY SCHOOL.
At this point, for 1st class, it is all about repetition of the different functions and allowing each student to become familiar with the keyboard and the correct way to use things like the spacebar and the enter key.  A keyboards keys consist of capital letters with some being a little more confusing than others – again by allowing students to type and create their own sentences they are learning these keys.
2nd – 6th class will continue to work independently on the above theme.  They will have been given homework to complete from last week on the history of the school both old and new.  Each student will be given time to find pictures, where possible, of the school to use in their work.

Homework for next week:  
2nd – 6th classes:  Students have been asked to find out as much information about Trim and what it has to offer.  Some things to consider, besides the Castle, what other buildings or ruins does Trim have that have historical value?  The history of the Porchfields – why can no one build on it?  Famous people who have lived, visited or died in Trim.										Ms Debby

Powerball Timetable

	
TIME
	12th Oct
Rooms
Play
	12th Oct
Rooms 
Wait
	
	13th
Rooms 
Play
	13th
Rooms 
Wait

	9.25-9.45
	1+23
	2
	
	5
	6

	9.50-10.10
	2
	3
	
	6
	7

	10.15-10.35
	3
	4
	
	7
	8

	10.40-11.00
	4
	9
	
	8
	12

	11.15-11.35
	9
	10+24
	
	12
	13

	11.40-12.00
	10+24
	16
	
	13
	18

	12.00-12.30
	16
	
	
	18
	

	1.10-1.30
	14
	19
	
	15
	26

	1.30-2.00
	19
	20
	
	26
	27

	2.00-2.30
	20
	31
	
	27
	30

	2.30-3.00
	31
	
	
	30
	


Last Friday we had a very special Assembly to express our gratitude to our great friend and former chaplain, Fr Declan Kelly. Sr Paul read a beautiful passage from the Book of Deuteronomy.  The children made beautiful cards and pieces of art and sang a lovely blessing to him. He in turn gave us all a blessing. We will miss him a lot and hope he’ll come back to visit us. We wish him every success in his new parish. 
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Upcoming Secondary School Open Nights:
Boyne Community School, Trim : Open Night takes place Thursday, October 12th 5.30pm-7.30pm. All 6th Class pupils are invited.
Scoil Mhuire, Trim: Open Night takes place on Thursday, October 12th 6.30pm-8.30pm. All 6th Class pupils are invited. 										Mr Galligan

Student Council Update
Money raised from our annual Student Council Talent Show, held last June, amounted to €680.  €340 each was donated to both Childline and Dogs Trust Ireland.
We received a written acknowledgement from the ISPCC which stated: 'St Mary's Convent NS, your kind decision to donate will help ensure that every day we can be there for children who might be feeling scared, sad and lonely. Thank you for your support'. (Aideen Rafferty-Fundraising Manager)
St Mary's Student Council would like to take this opportunity to  thank parents, guardians and children for your very generous support for our nominated charities.                         
			                                                                                                              Mary O'Hare
School Photos: The deadline for ordering photographs is this Friday 13th.  All photos and money should be 
returned to the school by this date.  Photo proofs should also be returned whether photos are wanted or not. 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal in St Mary’s
Good things come in small parcels and there are few parcels shared that are as small as a shoebox. Through the Christmas Shoebox Appeal children in Africa and Eastern Europe can enjoy this special time of year. The children in St Mary’s are once again invited to join in the shoebox appeal sharing Christmas with children who my not receive gifts otherwise. Children in St Mary’s and in Ireland are lucky to have lovely things at home and at school and we have an opportunity to share some kindness with these children who have little and will be so grateful and excited to receive the gift. The shoebox appeal is based on children/families filling a shoebox with 4 W's- something to Wear(hat, scarf, hairbands etc) something to Write with (crayons, pencils, notebooks etc) something to Wash with(toothbrush, facecloth etc) and something to WOW (teddy, small toy, sunglasses etc). The appeal also asks for a small donation to cover the transport cost of the gifts. It is a lovely way for children in our school to share with less fortunate children in another country. As previously, it is optional for the children of St Mary’s to get involved with the Shoebox Appeal. Families or friends can pool together gifts to fill one box if they prefer. Míle buíochas for always being so generous with these appeals for very worthy causes. Children will get a leaflet this week with more information. Watch the link below to see some very happy faces opening up their shoeboxes. 
https://www.teamhope.ie/christmas-shoebox-appeal/where-your-shoeboxes-go/ - play-video
													Ms Dalton
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Cóilín Ó Coigligh, Príomh Oide.


 (
Green News
) (
Community News
)



Nathanna na Seachtaine:  	Gabh mo leithscéal (Excuse me) 
Seanfhocal na Míosa:	Níl aon tinteán mar do thinteán féin (There's no place like home!)

 (
Dates to Remember
 
 
Meitheal
:
Every Tuesday morning 9.30-10.30.
Mini-
Rounders
: 
3rd and 4th Classes - Mondays 3-4pm,
 
Rounders
: 
5th and 6th Classes - Mondays 3-4pm,
 
Camogie
:
Tuesday 
10
th
 
  Oct
   3.
00-4.00 p.m. Third – Sixth Classes
Drama Club:
Every Thursday 3-
4pm  4
th
 
 – 6
th
 Class
Banna:
Every Tuesday 3 – 4 pm 2
nd
 – 6
th
 Class
2
nd
 Class finish at 3.30 until after the Halloween Break
 
 
 
)
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Green News


Last week we celebrated National Tree Day. Members of the gardening committee marked the day by planting an oak tree. See the pictures below.
As you know by now, the Green theme over the next two years is Energy with a global emphasis. One of the steps towards achieving the green flag for energy is to conduct an audit of the energy usage in school. This week two Green delegates from 6th class will take the meter reading at the start and end of each day. They will calculate the daily and weekly usage. We will be attempting to curtail our usage creatively and vigilantly.
WOW continues this week. Meet up at Mornington House or at the Matchbox at 9am. The teachers will meet pupils there and escort them up to the school. Many thanks to the teachers, pupils and parents who participate in this initiative. There are safe places to park at these meeting points so we would encourage more people to try it out. It links in well with our Be active campaign. It’s not a long walk, but it is activity and it’s a start! 
Recycling is going well in St Marys. Sincere thanks to all who supported the Lenrac recycled clothes collection last week. We had 210 kg of materials. 
Remember you can recycle other materials in school. We accept batteries, cans, small plastic bottles, card, postage stamps, ink cartridges, toilet rolls and mobile phones.
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Remember Green is cool at home, at school and around the globe!


Community Notices





Creative Music Fun  Castle Arch Hotel  9.30 am – 10.30 am October 7th / 14th / 21st  November 4th / 11th / 18th 
 6 classes of fun to introduce the basics of music through percussion, movement and song. This class is ideal for children from Junior and Senior Infants and First Class. Ideal for children hoping to begin an instrument  Limited number of places available  Contact Shauna to book a place on 087 2024741   Qualified Music teacher, fully Garda Vetted

 (
Tickets available in the School Office.
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Homework Club in St Mary’s for children from 1st – 6th Classes.  Application Forms are available from Ms Conaty Room 11 or Ms Lynch Room 31. 

 Limelight Theatrics - Performance Singing/Musical Theatre classes.  *Tuesday evening 6.15pm to 7.15pm (Under 12's)  & 7.30pm to 8.30pm (Over 12's)  Wednesday 7.15pm to 8.15pm (mixed)
Go Bounce - bouncy castle hire - 0868398099.  Don't delay, book today to avoid disappointment in May.
Now taking bookings for Holy Communions 2018. Book now and you'll have one less thing to worry about in the run up to the big day.  Check out our castles on   Www.Facebook.com/GoBounceMeath or www.GoBounce.ie or call us on 086-8398099

DRAMA CLASSES:  Tuesdays  5.15pm to 6.15pm (mixed age)  Wednesday 4.30pm to 5.30pm (mixed age) Wednesday 6pm - 7pm (Over 12's) Classes commence the week of 12th of September. Contact  Carmel McKiernan BA, LIBSD on 0863923334 for further info.

ZUMBA: -   Monday / Wednesday 8pm Trim GAA    -  €8 per class,  suitable for all fitness levels,  no booking/experience required.  Contact : Lorraine 086 8693546

ZUMBA KIDS :-   OCTOBER TERM NOW BOOKING -  Ages  4-8  Thursdays  2.15pm - 3.00pm,  St. Patrick's Hall  Starting 5th October for 4 weeks,  €20 per child.  Contact :  Lorraine 086 8693546 / Jo  086 3381159

Boyneside Speech & Drama.  Classes take place after school in St Michaels Primary School.  And commence on Wed 6th and Thursday 7th September for students from senior infants to leaving cert.
Contact Dorothy on 087-2201981 or email dorscully@gmail.com 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB  Taking place in St. Mary's School Trim from 2-3pm Mon - Friday in room 5 starting on the 18th September Only €6 a day or €25 for 5 days Mon-Fri  Application forms available from reception. Booking required a week in advance of start date to insure space, and rebooking and payment made the previous Thursday each week after.   Kids will be provided a small snack and entertained with Lego, Art & Craft, Board games, quizzes, card games, puzzles and lots more fun activities!  Run by an experienced Childcare Professional Parent who is fully Garda Vetted and Insured.  Contact Julie O'Donohue to book your child's space by texting 0868505310, emailing juliekerins@hotmail.com or via a PM on the Facebookpage:www.facebook.com/TrimAfterSchoolClub

Jiggle 'n' Jump  Music & Movement classes for little ones (8mths-4yrs) running upstairs in Trim GAA on Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am   €7 a class or 4 class card for €25  Only €5 during September and all money raised on Tuesday 5th September is going to Crumlin Children's Hospital via Jack O'Donohue's A Bit of a Walk Fundraiser. 

Also available for Kids Party Entertainment!  Various characters and themes with fun games, dancing, face painting and prizes!   Clown, Pirate, a number of different Princesses, 80's Disco Diva, sporty Diva and Super Heroes available.  Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings or family fun events.......in your home or in a venue, packages to suit any needs or budget.  Contact Julie on 0868505310 or on Facebook www.facebook.com/jigglenjump 
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