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12th September, 2016
Every Day Counts at St Mary’s Convent Primary School
5th September -  9th September  2016
	
Room
	Attendance
	Room
	Attendance
	Room
	Attendance
	Room
	Attendance

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	01
	99.2 %
	08
	92.8%
	16
	97.8%
	26
	100%

	02
	95.4%
	09
	98.7%
	17
	92.3%
	27
	94.8%

	03
	100%
	10
	92.9%
	18
	97.5%
	30
	99.2%

	04
	91.5%
	12
	98.6%
	19
	99.3%
	31
	98.6%

	05
	99.2%
	13
	100%
	20
	95.7%
	 
	 

	06
	97.6%
	14
	97.8%
	23 & 24
	94.3%
	 
	 

	07
	100%
	15
	96.4%
	
	
	 
	 



Congratulations to Rooms 3, 7 & 26 on having full attendance last week and to Room 5, 19 and 30 who almost made it!  Please note that notification in writing to the teacher is required for all absences. A letter or note in the homework journal will suffice.

A chairde,

Please note that as and from today, the Language Classes will be finishing at 2.00 p.m. (Ms Finn’s Class) and 3.00 p.m. (Ms Dully’s Class). Junior Infant classes will be finishing at 2.00 p.m from Wednesday and First Classes at 3.00 p.m also from Wednesday.

Junior Infants Parents’ Night Wednesday 28th   September  from 7.30 to 8.30.
This is a week later than the date on our school calendar due to teacher in-service and training. Please note that the purpose of Parents’/Open Night is to enable parents and teachers to meet, to enable parents/guardians see their child’s classroom and school and finally to enable the teachers to explain classroom routines and procedures. It is not a parent–teacher meeting. These will be held in February for Junior Infants, and of course where necessary at other times on request. So, come along, see the school, meet the teacher and find out how you can help your child/ren make better progress this coming school year. 

Friendship Week
Next week is Friendship Week and each class will be undertaking activities and lessons which promote positive relationships in our school.
Just a thought
“Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see”
Mark Twain
Healthy School
Please note that we promote healthy lunches in our school, so no sweets, crisps, fizzy drinks etc.  For some good ideas Google “healthy school lunch ideas for kids”! We hope to have a speaker to address parents/guardians this year as we have applied to be a “Health Promoting School”.

School photographer: will be coming on Tuesday 27th September, as mentioned in our school Calendar.  He will be taking photographs of all children.  If you do not wish your child to have his/her photograph taken, please let us know.  A note in the Homework Journal will suffice.  Group photographs will be taken for Junior Infants and Sixth Classes only.  Proofs will be available before purchase, about two weeks afterwards. Please ensure that your child is in school uniform (Senior Infants to Sixth classes) and not tracksuit on this day, Junior Infant children only, to wear tracksuit.   They may bring a tracksuit to change into after swimming, if this applies.  Please note that we have requested the photographer to take photos of all children for school records

Extra-Curricular Activities: Parents/Guardians are asked to be available from 3.00 – 4.00 p.m. on these days (see below) due to the possibility of a cancellation due to bad weather!
Many thanks to Ms Mc Kenna, Mr O Mahony and Ms Maguire who train our Camogie team, to Mrs Munnelly and Ms Coakley who train our Rounders team and to Mr Galligan and Ms Conaty who look after the Mini-Rounders (3rd and 4th).

Dear Parents, 
Our Junior and Senior Infant classes will be piloting Aistear this school year, beginning in October. Aistear is a new initiative for learning through play. Many resources are required to implement Aistear correctly. We would like to collect a variety of toys and other resources in good condition for use within Aistear. If you have any items at home related to the themes listed below, that you no longer require, we would be extremely grateful if you could donate them to the school. As they will be used as teaching resources please only send in items that are still functional and in good working order. Please note that we are not asking for new toys but items that you may have at home that are no longer required. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Themes: Shopping, the supermarket, clothes, dolls, transport, hairdressers, doctor, dentist, fireman, guard, optician, Santa’s workshop, homes, the farm, water, holidays, weather, post office.
												Míle Buíochas,
									 Junior and Senior Infant Teachers

Registration for Banna Ceoil
Banna Ceoil registration will take place next Tuesday20th Sept from 3.00 – 3.30pm in the halla.  Banna Ceoil is open to all pupils from 2nd – 6th and all are welcome.  We practice most Tuesday’s after school and it’s a great opportunity to learn how to play music together in a fun environment.  It is not necessary to be attending instrumental classes outside school, you can bring your tin whistle(feadóg) along.  We look forward to seeing you next Tuesday.  
If you are not available to attend registration, your daughter can collect a form and return it to the school.  There is a €5 fee to cover administration costs.  The first practice will be the following Tuesday 27th Sept.  Second class finish at 3.30 for the first few weeks.
													R McGale

Head Lice:
· Head lice is a community problem, it is nothing to be embarrassed about. We can all help to keep the problem under control.
· Please use a fine comb on a regular basis to carefully check your child's hair.
· Encourage your child not to use other people’s combs or brushes.
· Tie up long hair.

Please note that all pupils should go to the school playground in the mornings, and not congregate outside classroom doors.  When the bell goes they should line up, in the playground, with their class and the teacher will bring them in. Please remember to stand back and allow the lines to enter the school unobstructed. Thank you for your co-operation to date. 

Parents who have barring orders or other relevant legal documents are asked to inform the school, to enable us to uphold the law at all times.

Emails/texts reminding parents/guardians about monies due to class teachers for Visual Arts etc were sent out the week before last week.   Please ensure that we get these monies at your earliest convenience.  Also, please let us know if you wish to pay by instalments, standing order or if you are contacted in error.  A link to our online payment facility was included in the email/text.

Many thanks to all who have already made the computer contribution.  There has been a wonderful response, considering the time of the year.  As well as providing us with a computer room assistant, this money also goes towards new software, internet charges, ink for the printers etc.  If you have not already made your contribution or would like to pay in instalments, please contact class teachers or Helen in the office. Please note that unlike the monies for Visual Arts etc. the computer contribution is voluntary.

Internet Safety Week:  this past week in computers classes I have chatted to students about how to stay safe while using the internet.  However, we in school can only do so much so it is always a good idea to talk to your child about what they should do if they do come across something that makes them feel uncomfortable when they are online. The STOP, BLOCK, TELL Rule is a good idea to use. Encourage your children to stop what they are doing online, block the person who is upsetting them and tell a trusted adult about what they have experienced. It is important that your child knows that they can come to you or another adult they trust and talk to you freely about what they are experiencing online without fear of punishment.
http://esafety.ie/wordpress%202/index.php/primary/ 
This above site makes for interesting reading for parents and a great site for primary students can be found on:  http://www.netsmartz.org/NetSmartzKids 																				Debby Walsh

Many thanks to those who have responded to our appeal for parent helpers.  It is still not too late to join, no fee necessary!  “Meitheal” is on Tuesday mornings and parents [“Listeners”] also come in to listen to pupils reading, once a week, for an hour or so.  We are particularly looking for volunteers for our school Library on Fridays. Please contact Helen or Rebecca if you would like to offer your assistance.

PE and Sport:
Aquatics - Our autumn swimming season begins this week. Pupils from 2nd to 6th Classes will participate in water-based activities at Aura Leisure Centre.  The season lasts six weeks and addresses one of the six strands in the PE Curriculum.
Extra- Curricular Sports – Mini-Rounders, Rounders and Camogie are back in full swing at St. Mary’s. Training for Mini-Rounders (3rd and 4th Classes) and Rounders (5th and 6th Classes) takes place on Mondays 3-4pm. Camogie training takes place on Wednesdays from  3-4pm and is open to pupils from 3rd to 6th Classes. New participants welcome.
​National Fitness Day takes place on Friday, September 16th and it is also​ ​a designated Jersey Day at St Mary's. The pupils may (if they wish) come to school in a sports jersey of their choice, with the bottoms of their school tracksuit. Voluntary contributions of €2  will be collected for our "Sports Fund".
												D. Galligan
Cyber-bullying Awareness:
An invaluable cyber-bullying awareness workshop for 6th Class pupils will take place in St Mary’s on Thursday, September 29th. The workshop will be facilitated by Paula O’Connor. Paula is a cyber-bullying and internet-safety expert. She is the force behind the “Don’t Be Mean Behind Your Screen” initiative. Items under the microscope at the daytime workshop will include mobile phones, the internet, social media and practical strategies to deal with online bullying.
Technology is advancing at an unbelievable pace. It is important that parents/guardians are equipped with up-to-date information on the ever-increasing dependence of the youth on mobile/smart phones, the inherent risks that can develop around social media and the necessity of parental supervision when children are online. Paula will deliver a revealing presentation to parents/guardians in St Mary’s on Thursday, September 29th at 7.30pm. ALL parents/guardians associated with St Mary’s are invited to the talk. Please come along, ask questions and be informed!
												D. Galligan
Jersey Day: will be on Friday next 16th September.  The pupils may (if they wish) come to school in a sports jersey of their choice, with the bottoms of the school tracksuit.  Voluntary contributions of €2 will be collected for our “Sports Fund” which is currently in the red!

Congratulations to Aoife Geraghty, Grainne McEvoy and Jessica Varley  who passed their individual Royal Irish Academy of Music exams with  Distinction and Honours and to Alex Donoghue and Anna Maria Panozzo who also passed the group exam with distinction. 

Assemblies: take place on Friday mornings and are listed each week on the bottom of this Imlitir. All are invited, so keep an eye out for one that may interest you.

As you may be aware we had a “Yellow Day” for Crumlin Hospital last year and they have sent us a letter of thanks and cert (see below). Thank you for your generosity.

Finally, if you are collecting your child after school, please do not look in the windows as this is distracting to teacher and pupils alike!


Mise le meas,
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Cóilín Ó Coigligh, Príomh Oide.
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Green News
) (
Community News
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Nath na Seachtaine:	 Conas atá tú? How are you?
Seanfhocal na Míosa:	 Tús maith, Leath na hoibre!

 (
Dates to Remember
Assembly:
Friday
 
Room 
12  
Friendship
 
Week
Juniors 
@ 
9.30
Meitheal
:
Every Tuesday morning 9.30-10.30.
Camogie
:
Wednesday
 
 3.
00
-4.00 p.m. Third – Sixth Classes
Rounders
:
 Monday 
3.
00-4.00 p.m. Third – Sixth Classes
Drama Group:
Thursday 15
th
 – Oct 
27
th
  for
 6
th
 Class
)
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Green News

“Global citizenship educates and prepares young people for their role in a modern world. This begins with an exploration of different cultures, languages and economies.”

We are now working through our second year of Global Citizenship. As part of our campaign we salute and celebrate the ever-growing diversity of cultures in our school. How fortunate we are to have exposure to this great variety on our doorstep. We look forward to lots of activities over the year through which we will learn more and we would encourage families from parts of the world to share their culture and traditions with us. 
We are concentrating on the theme of Litter and Waste. We would like to encourage parents and guardians to use lunch boxes as opposed to tinfoil or cling film for the children’s lunches. All uneaten food is to be brought home in lunchboxes. This way we reduce waste in our school bins and you also get to see what your child has or hasn’t eaten. 
We recycle many materials in our school recycling area. We accept batteries, cans, card, toilet rolls, small plastic bottles, mobile phones and postage stamps. We will host a Clothes Drive on September 29. Please support our campaign on this date. Lenrec accept the usual clothing, textiles and shoes. They are a reputable Kilkenny-based company with whom we have worked before. 
WOW and COW continue this week. Walkers meet up at Mornington House or down at the Matchbox. It is so much more beneficial to walk or cycle to school. 
Cyclists meet up inside the entrance to Steeple Manor at 8:55am.  There won’t be many Wednesdays left to cycle to school as the weather will be deteriorating (even further) soon. Remember to wear your hi-viz vests and helmets when you cycle.
Remember Green is cool at home and at school and around the Globe!

Community Notices

Jiggle 'n' Jump - Music & Movement classes happening upstairs in the Trim GAA. Tuesday's 9.45am 
€5 a class for the month of September (€8 for two siblings) 
Also, starting Toddler Art classes, afternoon Music & Movement class and an After School Club! 
Face painting & various characters for party entertainment......lots of packages and very reasonable! 
www.facebook.com/jigglenjump Contact Julie on 0868505310

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group for parents, grandparents and child minders to meet, chat and enjoy a cuppa, while the kids play and have fun. Tea/coffee juice and biscuits for all and sing song at the end. Running Monday's 9.45-11.45am and Wednesday's 10-12 noon. Upstairs in the Trim GAA only €4 per family. :) 


Become a Confident communicator, ~Classes for students from 5 years +
Boyneside Speech and Drama classes will recommence in St Michaels boys Primary School, Trim on Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th September.  Contact Dorothy for class details.  087-2201981  dorscully@gmail.com

ZUMBA  :-    
MONDAY  &  WEDNESDAY  8pm  TRIM GAA.  No booking, partner or experience required......just grab your water and your smile and get ready to dance your cares away!   €8 per class   Contact  :  Lorraine  086 8693546

ZUMBA KIDS :-
We are starting back 3.15pm  TUESDAY 6th SEPTEMBER.  Looking forward to seeing all our little dancers! €6 per class  (€5 sibling rate)   No booking required    Contact  :  Lorraine  086 8693546
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Music Lessons.
Learn to play a Musical Instrument Locally.  Music classes take place in St. Mary’s on Thursday afternoons.  Practical and Theory of music taught.  Preparation for Graded examinations.  End of term concert.  Keyboard, Voilin, Clarinet, Fulte and Saxophone classes, €100 for 10 lessons.   Contact Kieran Holt 087-6267477.




Elegance Gymnastics Club
We are enrolling girls from 5 – 14 for the Rhythmic Gymnastics in St. Mary’s Primary School Sports Hall.  Please contact elegancegym.15@gmail.com  087-6339498 or 087-9134334.  
Mini me yoga returns 14th sept in the breathe studio. Patrick Street. Trim. Junior/senior Infants: 2-2.45pm 1st class upwards: 3-3.45pm. COLLECTION IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM SCHOOL FOR CLASSES. For more info or book your child's  place for collection pls call/txt Nat on 087-6202199.

 A is for apple playschool is now enrolling. Ages 15 months - two and a half. Part time or full time places available. For more info or to have a viewing pls contact Nat on 087-6202199.

Mindfulness for 8 to 12 years old 6 week course. Starting Wednesday 21st of September 4.30pm the Elements Holistic Centre 1 Oaktree Business Park Trim. €40. To book a place email info@metta-morphics.com or phone Elfreda on 0868373582.
YOGA with Sharon Quirke McGrath
All welcome!  Breathe, Move, Explore!
Tuesdays 8pm. Dance Force Acadamy, Oaktree Business Park.
Commences 20th Sept.
6 weeks €50.  Drop in €10
Call/text Sharon (086)8737030. 
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l make every move count

N IGGLE, JIGGLE & GICGLE
HAVE FUN & RAISE MONEY FOR A
GREAT CAUSE

Y 26TH SEPTEMBER
TRIK GAA
8PM - 9,30PM

1 TICKETs €10

ALL PROCEEDS TO

A

Zumba Trim Lorraine
The Conor Foley Neuroblastoma Cancer Research Foundation

~'Contact : Lorraine 0868693546 Jo 086 3381159
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